
THE BATTLE OF 
PICACHO PASS

In April of 1862 Capt. Calloway’s 
California Column reached what is 
now Casa Grande on a mission to 
capture Tucson. On April 15th 1862, 
Capt. Calloway sent Lt. Barrett out 
with a small number of men to look 
for Confederate forces in the Picacho 
Mountains. As the Union troops 
entered the pass, a con!ict ensued that 
would take the lives of men on both 
sides, including Lt. James Barrett. 
Soon a"er the small battle, the Union 
would take Tucson and a fort built 
to help in the endeavor would be 
named Fort Barrett to honor the fallen 
Union soldier.
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London Bridge, Lake Havasu, Arizona

On December 13th 1884 William Mackey 
Lomasney, a Fenian, United States Civil War 
veteran, and the American-born son of Irish 
immigrants attempted to blow up the London 
Bridge with fellow Fenian John Flemming. 
The bridge the pair attempted to bomb is now 
sitting on Lake Havasu in Northern Arizona.

Picacho Peak, Arizona

Plaque commemorating the Battle 
of Picacho Pass.

FFor many Irish immigrants and their 
families, the Civil War provided a way 
to fold into American society in the 
face of anti-Catholic and anti-Irish 
prejudice. Civil War veterans from 
both sides became miners, lawmen, 
farmers, and politicians. Some 
soldiers made a career of the military 
and traveled the continent. John G. 
Bourke, the son of Irish immigrants, 
made a name for himself as an author, 
detailing his time with the military 
out West. His book On the Border with 
Crook details his service under General 
George Cook and includes their travels 
in Arizona. In Ireland, for a group of 
Civil War veterans who identi#ed as 
Fenians, the war provided military 
experience and weaponry to aid in the 
cause of Irish freedom.

T$e United States Civil War spanned the years 1861 – 1865, a time a"er an 
immigration wave from Ireland of people !eeing the Famine, An Gorta Mór. 
Hundreds of thousands of Irish immigrants and their sons took up arms on both 
sides of the con!ict. $e war started a"er the 1860 election of Abraham Lincoln 
and led 11 Southern States to secede from the Union. $e breakaway states would 
join together to call themselves the ‘Confederate States of America’. In addition to 
having the highest casualties of any con!ict in United States history, the Civil War 
would take the loosely joined states at the start of the con!ict and weave them all 
under a stronger federal government at the war’s end.

At least 144,000 Irish-born soldiers and 90,000 American-born soldiers with at 
least one Irish-born parent fought for the Union. Combined, soldiers who were 
Irish-born and #rst generation American with at least one Irish parent totaled 
12% of the Union Forces. Likewise, approximately 20,000 Irish-born soldiers 
fought for the Confederacy.

While most of the United States Civil War battles were fought in the East, soldiers 
were stationed across the continent. A man, named Lt. James Barrett, said to be 
from Mayo, was one such soldier stationed far west in California. Barrett would 
#nd himself in Arizona in 1862 for one of the westernmost battles of the Civil 
War a"er Tucson was claimed for the Confederacy.

www.azirish.org


