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►In Doyle’s novel, we see family and community through the eyes of a boy of ten, the eldest of 
four children. How successful is Roddy Doyle in portraying the point of view of a child? How does 
this point of view affect the organization? Our insights into family and community? 

[For comparison and contrast, you might want to reread the first three stories of Joyce’s 
Dubliners and dip into his Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man.  Other young narrators can be 
found in Edna O’Brien’s The Country Girls and Frank O’Connor’s An Only Child.]  

►In the novel, we are made aware of this new suburban life and the scarred landscape of new 
construction.  What seem to be the gains and losses to this new community north of Dublin proper? 
Are serious social issues addressed? 

►Language acquisition is an important aspect of a youngster’s development.  How is this interest in 
language conveyed in the novel?  Do the Irish phrases and slang enhance or detract from the 
narrative? 

►How is Irish history dealt with in the novel?  Critique the educational experiences that Paddy is 
having.  

►If you had been on the Booker Prize committee, would you have awarded the prize to this novel?  

 

BONUS: This month, we want to share three poems by two respected poets from Northern 
Ireland: (1) “Falls Funeral” and “Nursery Story” by John Montague (both included in Collected 
Poems, 1995); (2) “The Railway Children” by Seamus Heaney (from Opened Ground, 1998). Of 
course we will have copies for you at the discussion. 

Other works by Roddy Doyle: The Commitments (1987), The Snapper (1990), and The Van (1991), 
known as The Barrytown Trilogy; The Woman Who Walked into Doors (1996); A Star Called Henry 
(1999) 

 Looking Ahead: John McGahern, Amongst Women (1990) on January 28, 2017 


