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David Park 

Date for Discussion:   Saturday, April 28, 2018, from 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM (Norton Room) 

►An important consideration for discussion is the organization of The Truth Commissioner.  
Why has Park elected to focus, in turn, on five different characters?  Why does he begin with 
Connor Walshe?  Examine each of the sections to discover the character’s motivations, 
weaknesses and strengths. How does the section function within the larger work? Does Park 
adapt his prose style to differentiate each of these characters? 

►We expect to see differences in the four principal characters, but do you discern 
similarities?  Why do we get so much “nature” in this novel?   (Recall the shark hunt, the 
mountain climb, the landscaping job.) 

►Park probably hit upon the idea for the novel when Archbishop Desmond Tutu visited 
Belfast in 2007 to receive an honorary degree from Queen’s University.  Tutu had been the 
head of a Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa.  In 2006, the Commission for 
Victims and Survivors was established in Northern Ireland; commissioners were still being 
appointed in 2008, when Park’s novel appeared. What positives / dangers seem to attach to 
such a commission?   

►Evaluate (a) the ending of this novel, (b) the strengths and weaknesses of it, and (c) the 
characters.  Are they believable? How do you react to the female characters? 

►We began this series of readings by looking at how history is “made.”  We then moved to 
several narratives about living in Northern Ireland during the “Troubles.”  The Truth 
Commissioner brings us back to important questions about history and truth, about guilt and 
survival.  As you think about the readings, what ones were most helpful in understanding the 
troubled history of Northern Ireland?  

From the reviews:     “Northern Ireland has been represented countless times in fiction. 

. . . David Park’s account reads true.  The real Victims Commissioners have their job cut out.  
They could do worse than to read The Truth Commissioner, though the reading might not be 
too comfortable.” (Ciaran Carson, 29 February 2008).  

    “The central attribute of the writing—and it’s one of the things that 
make this novel of Ireland of more than parochial interest—is its conscientiousness.  We’re 
reminded that with writers like David Park, the novel can itself be a kind of truth 
commission” (Joseph O’Neill, 30 March 2008). 

!!!  Looking ahead—Think about themes / writers we should consider for next year.  


