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Deane was born in 1940 in Derry.  He is the author of several volumes of poetry and works of 

criticism.  Reading in the Dark (RD) is his only novel.  He has taught at a number of universities 

in Ireland and in the United States.  Most recently he served on the faculty at the University of 

Notre Dame. 

According to critic Declan Kiberd,“Reading in the Dark is a Gothic novel, centering on ghosts, 

apparitions and the power of dead men walking.” (After Ireland : Writing the Nation from 

Beckett to the Present – 2017). It can be considered as a Gothic novel with political undertones.  

How do the ghost stories contribute to the underlying political tensions?  It is also an 

autobiographical novel that mirrors Deane’s childhood in Derry.  It was well received by critics 

and won numerous literary awards.  It was also short-listed for the Man Booker award that year. 

RD can be read as a series of short stories many of which could stand alone.  Does this technique 

add to the development of the narrative or confound it for you? 

Give Them Stones took place in Belfast and was narrated by Martha whose story starts when she 

is a child and continues with her maturing into middle age.  RD is narrated by a (nameless) boy 

living in Derry whose story starts when he is very young (5 years old) and concludes when he is 

a young man.  What experiences are different and what are similar in these two NI novels? 

RD is the third novel we have read that features a picture of the Sacred Heart.  (Judith Hearne & 

Give Them Stones).  The reaction of the characters to the holy picture are quite different.  Is this 

an indication of how those characters (and their creators) view their religion? 

Several of the stories that do not seem to contribute to the narrative can be seen as allegories for 

the larger underlying issues of Northern Ireland. “Rats” mirrors the conflict between the minority 

Catholics and the Protestants and “Roses” could be seen as an attempt to bury or forget the past. 

The title refers to more than our narrator’s reading in bed.  How are the patterns of betrayal, 

lying, and silence also similar to reading in the dark?   

We will also discuss two poems both titled “Derry.”  One is by the novel’s author, Seamus 

Deane and the other by a young woman, Colette Bryce.  Consider how these poems reflect the 

themes in the novel. 


